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EXTRACT FROM SWALE BC STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY UNDER THE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 – 2021 - 2026  
 
14 REVIEW OF A PREMISES LICENCE OR CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE  
 
14.1 The Licensing Authority acknowledges that at any stage following the grant of a 

premises licence matters can arise at premises that raise concern as to the continued 
promotion of the licensing objectives at licensed premises.  

14.2 The Act allows a licence to be reviewed where such matters arise. It is expected that 
most reviews will be applied for by Responsible Authorities.  

14.3 Although this Licensing Authority is also a Responsible Authority and may bring about a 
review application, it is not expected that it will act as a Responsible Authority on behalf 
of other parties (for example, local residents, local councillors or community groups).  

14.4 Such parties can make relevant representations to the Licensing Authority in their own 
right, and it is reasonable for the Licensing Authority to expect them to make 
representations themselves where they are reasonably able to do so. However, if these 
parties have failed to take action and the Licensing Authority is aware of relevant 
grounds to make a representation, it may consider acting in its capacity as Responsible 
Authority.  

14.5 The Licensing Authority will determine whether a review application is relevant and the 
validity of a review application will be determined by a licensing officer. This will be on 
the basis of whether the request for the review is:  

• relevant to one or more off the licensing objectives and  

• not frivolous, vexatious or repetitious.  

 
14.6 In every review case an evidential basis for the allegations made will need to be 

submitted to the Council as the Licensing Authority.  

14.7 The Licensing Authority would expect grounds for a review to be evidence based but 
will consider each application on its merits.  

14.8 Where a review application is accepted the Licensing Authority will encourage the 
parties to enter into mediation during the consultation period to help resolve or narrow 
issues arising. The Council would be happy to assist in these meetings as appropriate.  

14.9 All reviews, save where agreed by all parties as unnecessary, will lead to a hearing 
before a sub-committee. This may be a full hearing or a condensed hearing to consider 
the outcome of mediation. However other parties who have made representation but not 
been involved in mediation will be permitted to voice their representations at the hearing 
in accordance with the Hearings Regulations. The Policy applied to hearings can be 
found in section 16.  

14.10 The authority considers that where reviews are raised as a result of serious crime and 
disorder causing that licensing objective to be undermined, then it is likely that that a 
revocation of the licence will be considered. 


